








The Other Side Academy is a 2.5 year residential life skills and vocational training program for men and 
women determined to break their cycle of long-term criminal behaviors, substance abuse, dysfunction, and 
homelessness.

Ours is more than a school program. It’s about giving determined individuals the opportunity to learn vocational, pro-social, and life skills 
essential to succeeding on “the other side.” Students earn their GED, learn marketing skills, business skills, and gain experience in a variety of 
trades. Within our walls, lives are rebuilt by learning and keeping promises, choosing integrity, accountability, and honesty. Our students have 
opportunities to work in several vocational training schools; The Other Side Movers; The Other Side Thrift Boutique; The Other Side Builders.  

The "students" represent society's most serious social problems - and yet, remarkably, as a group they provide solutions to one another's 
challenges. The Other Side Academy believes in restoring the human dignity of all people and accepts men and women ranging from 18 to 68 
years of age without regard to race, gender, nationality, sexual orientation, or physical handicap. We accept applicants pre- and post-
sentencing and from within the jails and prisons throughout Utah. We accept applicants pre- and post-sentencing and from within the jails and 
prisons in Utah, Colorado, and nearby states.

The Other Side Academy is a place for all adults wanting to make a better life for themselves and willing to put in the work necessary to 
confront and change lifelong patterns of destructive behavior. It’s a place where they are taught, guided, and mentored by seasoned students 
and staff who have walked similar paths and have committed to changing their mindset, understandings, and behavior thus creating a new 
person ready to help others.

Our community believes “as A helps B, A gets better!” Honesty is at the core of everything we do and self-realization, radical candor-type 
correction, and patience with self and others pays off. The Other Side Academy is the place where the most lost among us can completely turn 
their lives around. Our thoughts influence our choices and determine our actions. For our graduates, reaching “the other side” is reality and 
success is defined as a life free from addiction, crime and destruction, to one full of honesty, empathy, and accountability.



















https://www.deseret.com/utah/2019/8/27/20835182/utah-faith-self-reliance-poverty-upward-mobility-united-nations
https://youtu.be/-_sP7kCQxp






This is my story….

I was raised by a single mom and was a rebellious, thrill-seeking kid without any respect for authority. I tested 

any and all boundaries and drifted into a life of drugs and crime during high school and into adulthood. 

My anti-social tendencies and addiction to methamphetamines led to my first felony charges when I was 23 years 

old. This marked the beginning of quite a few years in and out of the prison system. I chose a life as a career 

criminal and drug dealer. These decisions cost me 11 years of incarceration and took an unimaginable toll on my 

family and community.

In 2016, I was facing a 15-year prison sentence and knew I had to change! I applied for an interview with The 

Other Side Academy. I was lucky and grateful to be accepted. When I first arrived at the Academy in Salt Lake 

City, I was stuck in an ex-convict mindset and spent many months battling old habits and behavior patterns. I 

came close to leaving the Other Side and almost threw away this opportunity to build a new me. My path become 

brighter when I chose to finish my two-year commitment to The Other Side Academy and stayed another two 

years voluntarily. I learned to take responsibility for my own behaviors; good and bad. I faced the damage my 

decisions and actions had caused my family and community. Most importantly, I learned to put other’s needs 

ahead of my own and grow into a man of integrity, honesty, determination and purpose. Now, I thrive on helping 

put the world together rather than tearing it apart. 

I graduated from The Other Side Academy and was hired to manage The Other Side Builders construction 

company and Property Management in 2019. I’ve worked hard to regain the trust and support of my family and 

community and value the opportunity to help other broken people do the same. 

“I learned to put other’s needs ahead of my own and grow 

into a man of integrity, honesty, determination and purpose”









mailto:volunteer@TheOtherSideAcademy.com
https://www.theothersidemovers.com/residential
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=/
https://www.theothersideacademy.com/how-to-help.html



